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International Relations Conference on India and Development Partnerships in Asia and Africa: 
Towards a New Paradigm (IRC-2013) 
Message from the Guest Editor 
 
Symbiosis International University, Pune, India 
 
Dear Readers, 
 
It gives me an immense pleasure and honour to edit this special issue of “Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences” 
for the selected reviewed and revised papers presented during a two-day conference on International Relations 
with the theme of India and Development Partnerships in Asia and Africa: Towards a New Paradigm. The 
event was organized by Symbiosis International University at the University's Lavale Campus in Pune on the    
14th-15th December, 2013 with the support of the Public Diplomacy Division, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Govt. of India. The event was inaugurated by Hon'ble Shri M. Hamid Ansari, Vice President of India on 14th 
December, 2013. 
 
The event was graced by the esteemed presence of H. E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, Hon'ble President, Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan on 15th December, 2013. His Excellency delivered a special keynote address on 
Afghanistan - India Partnership for Development. 
 
Several academicians’s, bureaucrats, ministers, former ambassadors, corporates and other dignitaries from India and 
abroad joined the event as its distinguished panellists and delivered speeches in various focus areas. They were:: 
 
Amb. Ronen Sen, Former Indian Ambassador to Russia, Germany, UK and USA  
H.E. Mr. Lyonpo Rinzin Dorje, Foreign Minister of Bhutan 
Amb. Shyam Saran, Chairman, Research and Information Systems for Developing Countries 
Mr. Abhay Thakur, Development Administration Partnership, MEA, GOI 
Amb. G. Parathasarthy, Senior Fellow, Centre for Strategic and International Studies 
H.E. Dr. Salem Al-Ismaily, Chairman, Public Authority for Investment Promotion & Export Development,        
Sultanate of Oman  
Amb. Talmiz Ahmed, Energy Consultant, IOT Infrastructure and Energy Services Ltd.  
Mr. Pedro ConceiçãoCouto, Vice Minister of Finance, Mozambique  
Mr. David Rasquinha, Executive Director, Exim Bank  
Dr. Sachin Chaturvedi, Senior Fellow, Research and Information System 
Prof. Rajen Harshe, Visiting Professor, Department of International Relations, South Asian University 
H. E. Dr. Joseph Butore, Minister of Education and Scientific Research, Burundi  
Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Human Resource Development,        
Govt. of India  
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Amb. H.H.S. Viswanathan, Distinguished Fellow, Observer Research Foundation 
Dr. Rajiv Yeravdekar, Dean, Faculty of Health & Biomedical Sciences, SIU 
Dr. Subash Salunke, Senior Advisor, Health Systems Support Unit (HSSU), PHFI and Former WHO 
representative to Indonesia 
Ms. Shubhra Trivedi, Senior Program Manager, PSI 
Dr. Bulbul Sood, Country Head, JHPEIGO 
Mr. Vishwas Mehta, Joint Secretary, Health, MOHFW, GOI 
Dr. Azad Moopen, Chairman, DM Healthcare Group, Dubai  
Mrs. Safia Al Suhail, Member of Parliament, Iraq  
H.E. Dr. Hussein Mwinyi, Minister of Health and Social Welfare, Tanzania 
Amb. Arundhati Ghose, Former Diplomat, Permanent Representative to UNESCO in Paris & UN Off. in Geneva 
Amb. Pawan Verma, Cultural Advisor to the Chief Minister of Bihar and Former Diplomat 
Dr. Bakhtiar Amin, Former Human Rights Minister, Iraq 
Mr. Jawahar Sircar, CEO, Prasar Bharati 
Mr. Siddharth Vardarajan, Former Editor, The Hindu 
Dr. Dileep Padgaonkar, R.K. Laxman Chair Professor, SIU 
Amb. Prakash Shah, Chairman, Planning & Development Board, Symbiosis 
Shri Praful Patel, Hon’ble Minister of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises 
H.E. Mr Landing Savane, Former Senior Minister, Republic of Senegal 
Mr. Pankaj Khimji, Chairman, Oman-India Business Council 
Mr. Sanjay Kirloskar, Chairman & Managing Director, Kirloskar Brothers 
Mr. Arun Khanna, COO, EMCURE Pharmaceuticals Ltd. 
Mr. N Subramaniam, Chief Risk Officer, Larsen & Toubro 
Amb. Sudhir Devare, Former Secretary, MEA, and Ram Sathe Chair Professor, SIU 
Dr. Sundeep Waskekar, President, Strategic Foresight Group 
Dr. Yasar Yakis, Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Turkey 
Amb. Muchkund Dubey, President, Council for Social Development (CSD) & Former Foreign Secretary, GOI 
Ms. Cleo Paskal, Associate Fellow, Environment and Development Programme, Chatham House, UK 
 
The objectives of the International Relations Conference were:  
x To provide a platform for academicians, researchers, corporates and policy makers to delve into the multifarious 
aspects of development partnerships;  
x To present an opportunity to look into how India’s role in the development landscape has evolved over the past 
decade, and as a provider of development assistance, what are the distinguishing features of India’s development 
partnership approach;  
x To discuss different ways in which India’s corporate sector has engaged in Asia and Africa; what has been the 
role of the government, and; how can the civil society be effectively engaged in the same; and  
x To facilitate discussion of partnerships for inclusive development, especially with the objective of innovating 
South-South Cooperation. 
 
The conference was focussed on below mentioned six key tracks: 
Track  1: Development Partnerships: A Thematic Overview 
Track  2: Trade and Finance: Partnerships for Development 
Track  3: Capacity Building in the Social Sector 
Track 3A: Role of Indian Universities and Academia in Capacity Building in Asia and Africa 
Track 3B: Sharing of Experiences & Best Practices in the Area of Sustainability & Healthcare in Asia and Africa 
Track  4: Role of Culture in Development Partnerships 
Track  5: Public Private Partnerships for Inclusive Development – Role of the Corporate Sector 
Track  6: Post MDG 2015: The Evolving Agenda 
 
As the guest editors of this issue, we are delighted to see diverse range of research articles with special focus on the 
following topics: India’s trade, trade diplomacy, economic-regional integration, north-south cooperation, FDI, 
strategic partnerships, internationalisation of higher education and its impacts, skill development, virtual education, 
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development journalism, capacity building, cross-border healthcare, post-MDG 2015, business models, agriculture, 
south-south predicament and regulatory aspects. 
 
The convener and guest editor of IRC-2013 are indebted to all the members of academic committee, reviewers, 
advisory committee, the publisher, and those involved in technical processes. We also wish to thank all the 
academicians, researchers and scholars who contributed to the conference. All the papers have been peer reviewed 
by the reviewers and advisory committee specialized in the related field.  
 
SIU is grateful to all the Directors, Registrar, Faculty members, Administrative staff and students for their support 
and help in successfully organising this international event.  
 
We sincerely hope that the research fraternity world-wide will enjoy reading research papers.  
 
Regards, 
 
Dr. Yogesh Patil  
Guest Editor 
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